
                        Directorate: Curriculum GET: LESSON PLAN TERM 4 – 2020               

SUBJECT and GRADE SOCIAL SCIENCE – GRADE 8 HISTORY 

TERM 4 Week 1:  This week will focus on the Scramble for Africa in the late 19th century. The topic is divided into two 

sections as indicated below 

LINK TO TEACHING 

AND ASSESSMENT PLAN 
FOCUS:  The Scramble for Africa: late 19th century 
Section 1:  European colonisation of Africa in the late 19th century 

Section 2:  Berlin Conference 1884 
AIMS OF LESSON To understand the Scramble for Africa, we need to look at:   

How European colonization of Africa occurred.  

What was the Berlin Conference about? 

REOURCES Paper based resources Digital resources  

• Learner need to refer to the accompanying power point slides 1 -  

• Textbooks: Chapter: 

• Powerpoint slides 

 

 

Refer to the relevant digital 

resources e.g. links on the 

WCED ePortal  

https://www.sahistory.org.za/

article/grade-8-term-3-

scramble-africa-late-19th-

century 
https://youtu.be/0dXpAVE3frk  

https://www.thelearningtrust.

org/asp-treasure-box 
 

INTRODUCTION • The introduction must be linked to the Aims of the Lesson 

KEY CONCEPTS AND 

DEFINITIONS 

 

Explain and define 

core concepts. 

The Scramble for Africa: late 19th century 

The colonisation of Africa was part of a global European process reaching all the 
continents of the world. European colonisation and domination changed the 
world dramatically. The Scramble for Africa took place during the New 
Imperialism between 1881 and 1914. The focus of this lesson will be on the  

SKILLS 

The following skills will be 

addressed in this lesson: 

• To extract information; 

interpretation and 

analysis of information, 

usefulness and reliability 

https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/grade-8-term-3-scramble-africa-late-19th-century
https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/grade-8-term-3-scramble-africa-late-19th-century
https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/grade-8-term-3-scramble-africa-late-19th-century
https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/grade-8-term-3-scramble-africa-late-19th-century
https://youtu.be/0dXpAVE3frk
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thelearningtrust.org%2Fasp-treasure-box&data=02%7C01%7CRiedewaan.Charles%40westerncape.gov.za%7C69409bce660c4533dc1c08d7e13f7b51%7Cae74bf7fcfc34760a1fe0731afaa5502%7C0%7C0%7C637225535074948384&sdata=VDzF3W2XY2DMZS%2Fc4okdkIW%2FSS3nb%2FHmsH1uh8wni1U%3D&reserved=0
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1.European colonisation of Africa in the late 19th century 

Africa before European colonisation 

Before colonisation, Africa was characterised by widespread flexibility in terms 
of movement, governance, and daily lifestyles. The colonisation of Africa 
through Europe brought about many forms of government that are still visible 
today. Before colonisation, however, there were many forms of government in 
Africa, ranging from powerful empires to decentralised groups of pastoralists 
and hunters.

Africa before European colonialism Image source 

Because the iron tools allowed Africans to flourish in their natural environment, 
they could live in larger communities which led to the formation of kingdoms 
and states. With this creation came the formation of modern civilizations, 
common languages, belief and value systems, art, religion, lifestyle and culture. 
Another unique characteristic of pre- European Africa was the favouring of oral 
tradition within these societies. Stories were told and handed down generations 
in verbal form. This poses a threat to the survival of these stories because 
certain aspects could be forgotten or told in a different way. European countries 
fought over African countries mainly for their natural resources. Lines were 

of sources and 

paragraph writing are 

important to understand 

and to apply. 

• Ensure that the questions 

set in the activities 

address these skills  

http://laurenharman.com/tsp/mmtk/tour/historicalmaps.html


drawn through African communities which had existed for many years, and 
these lines can presently be seen as national borders.  

2. Berlin Conference 1884 
In 1884 at the request of Portugal, German Chancellor Otto von Bismark called 
together the major western powers of the world to negotiate questions and end 
confusion over the control of Africa. Of the fourteen nations, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, and Portugal were the major players in the conference, controlling 
most of colonial Africa at the time. Britain, France, Germany, Belgium, Italy, 
Portugal, and Spain were competing for power within European power politics. 
One way to demonstrate national pre-eminence was through the acquisition of 
territories around the world, including Africa. Another reason for European 
interest in Africa is the industrialization when major social problems grew in 
Europe: unemployment, poverty, homelessness, social displacement from rural 
areas, etc. These social problems developed partly because not all people could 
be absorbed by the new capitalist industries. Europe saw the colonization of 
Africa as an opportunity to acquire a surplus population, thus settler colonies 
were created. However, several disputes took place regarding which European 
country would colonise a specific African country. Thus, in 1884, Portugal 
proposed a conference in which 14 European countries would meet in Berlin 
regarding the division of Africa, without the presence of Africa.

The first meeting at the Berlin Conference, 1884 Image source 

At the Berlin Conference the European colonial powers scrambled to gain 
control over the Interior of the Continent. The conference lasted until February 

http://teacherweb.ftl.pinecrest.edu/snyderd/MWH/Projects/MUN-BC/


26, 1885 – a three month period where colonial powers haggled over geometric 
boundaries in the interior of the continent, disregarding the cultural and 
linguistic boundaries already established by the Native Indigenous African 
population. What ultimately resulted was a hodgepodge of geometric 
Boundaries that divided Africa into fifty irregular countries. 

ACTIVITIES/ASSESSMENT 

Tutor 

  

 

 

Europe’s colonisation of Africa 
 

1. In historical terms: Give the definition for the following words, colluded and collided & ratified. 

Colluded: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….(2x1)=2 

Collided: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….(2x1)=2 

Ratified: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..(2x1)=2 

2. Name the country in Africa which made the Timbuktu Manuscripts world famous.  Why are the   

manuscripts considered to be of great importance to the world? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..   

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..(4x1)=4 

 

3. Name 5 mineral resources Africa could offer Europe for its Industrial Revolution. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 



………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………(5x1)=5 

4. Who took the leading role to call into session the Berlin Conference of 1884 and how long did it last? 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………(2x1)=2 

5. Which country’s leader had control of the Congo before the 1884 Berlin Conference and what was the 

reason for his tyrant regime of this region? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………(3x1)=3 

6. How many countries attended the Berlin Conference of 1884 and why in your opinion were no African leaders 

welcome to be part of this very important meetings? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....(3x1)=3 

7. Take a close look at the following sources then answer the questions. 



Source 1 

 

Source 2 

 

 

7.1 The chairperson of this conference is 

depicting a serious state of affairs.  What does 

he mean when he says ‘take your piece if this cake now’?  Refer to Source 1. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….(2x1)=2 

 

7.2 Refer to Source 1.  If delicious implies treasures, what were so good about it? 

“Take your piece of ‘this’ 

cake now or shall we 

decide which one you 

shall have? It’s free and 

wonderful and delicious 

too. We shall all eat 

together in peace and 

harmony”. 

Bismarck von Otto: 

“This tyranny regime 

in the Congo has got 

to stop immediately. 

There must be 

another way around 

this”  

 



 

 

 

 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………(2x1)=2 

7.3 Refer to Source 2.  Chancellor Bismarck von Otto facing King Leopold of Belgium addresses him sternly at the Berlin 

Conference.   What would you say are the responses from the other gentleman at the conference?  Your answer 

should be diplomatic and reasonable.  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………(4x1)=4 

 

 

CONSOLIDATION To summarise/ Remember the following: 

 

• Switch to the goals of the lesson 

• Learners to write a paragraph of between 8 – 10 lines about the two main topics 

• Learners can debate with understanding about the topics 

 



 

 

NOTES  

 
SUBJECT SOCIAL SCIENCE HISTORY TERM  4 

TEACHER’S 

ACTIVITIES 

GRADE 8 DATE 02 – 06 November 2020 

Skills 
(WHAT I am going to teach/guide/support…) 

Source – based and paragraph 

writing  
 

Teaching Methodologies/ Approach  
(HOW I am going to teach/guide/support…) 

Resources / LTSM 
(WHAT I am going to use to 

teach/guide/support…) 

Read through the Notes, and answer 

the activities. 

 The Tutor has been used to provide 

tips on how to approach the 

following questions: 
To extract, give definitions of concepts, 
analyze sources and comparing 
sources and the power points for 
paragraph writing  

 

• Identify the concepts that will be covered in the 
lesson 

• Use the power point to explain the content 

• Refer to the sources and questions that will be 
addressed 

• Ensure that the learners understood what 

must be done. 

• Do the activities 

• Worksheet and Notes 
 

• Refer to the PPT 
 

• Refer to the digital 
resources that can be used 

 
PARENT’S 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

Please refer to teacher’s activities 

 

 

Parents to help with the understanding of the 

topic in the textbook; the power points; 

reading with understanding should also be a 

focus  

Check list: 

• My child knows the content Y/N 

• My child understands the concepts       Y/ N 

• My child could answer the questions     Y / N 

• Can my child answer the questions?      Y/ N 

Use of the textbook very 

important and where possible 

access the digital resources 

indicated in the lesson  

 

 
LEARNER’S 

ACTIVITIES 

Learner activities: step by step, practical, keep it simple.  

 

Complete the activities above as indicated. 

Reflection: 

 

At the end of the section I can: 

 

• Work with sources       Yes / No 

• Explain the concepts  Yes / No 

• Discuss the content     Yes / No 
 

I need help with: 



POWERPOINTS 

 
 

 



 
 

 


